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Welcome to Doraville

W
ELCOME TO DORAVILLE! AS MAYOR I AM EXTREMELY  

proud to invite you to take advantage of Doraville’s  

unique environment.

Located just 10 miles northeast of Atlanta, our  

4.4-square-mile city boasts a population of 10,000-plus, a 

thriving international culture, bustling businesses, and cozy forested, historic 

neighborhoods. As a community that embraces progress and encourages prosperity, 

Doraville is considered the “city that connects;” we are known for our rich diversity, 

excellent international cuisine, and superior multimodel transportation system. 

These qualities are transforming Doraville into a powerful cultural, commercial, and 

residential mecca.

Our city is forging into the 21st century in many remarkable ways! Where the old 

General Motors plant was formerly located, a new film studio, Third Rail Studios, is 

the first to occupy an area that will become Assembly—an expansive mixed-use 

development that will feature a combination of living, working, and retail spaces. 

Mattress giant Serta Simmons has begun construction of its new headquarters at 

Assembly and more exciting projects are on the horizon. Just north of I-285 and 

Buford Highway, Nexus will soon be breaking ground, offering an exciting variety of 

apartments and retail. We are also excited about Carver Hills, a new gated community 

now under construction at I-285 and Peachtree Industrial.

Come get to know us! Our location and people are second to none! I invite you to 

find out more about our city by visiting our website at doravillega.us, or you can 

email any questions about our city to donna.pittman@doravillega.us.

Come see what our vibrant community has to offer—you just might find yourself 

thinking of Doraville as more than a place for business or dining and stay for a lifetime! 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Donna Pittman
City of Doraville

Contact Us

3725 Park Avenue

Doraville, Georgia 30340

770.451.8745

doravillega.us

ON THE COVER

THE BUFORD HIGHWAY FARMERS MARKET  

OVERFLOWS WITH FRESH FRUIT,  EXOTIC 

PRODUCE, FRESH MEATS AND SEAFOOD,  

INTERNATIONAL GOODS,  AND MUCH MORE. 

PHOTOGRAPHER Gregory Miller Pictures
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Doraville
Doraville was put on the map when General Motors 

opened a new assembly plant here in the 1940s. Now 

the site of the former plant—and the city—are getting 

a new lease on life thanks to development and an 

increasingly diverse population.  

Buford Highway  
Farmers Market

Pho Bae
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MALAYSIAN
Mamak celebrates the best of Malaysian 

cuisine, but don’t be surprised to taste the 

flavors of India, China, and Singapore as 

well. Those flavors influenced the country’s 

food cuisine, and this translates to tofu satay 

covered in peanut sauce, pork porridge,  

flat noodles topped with shrimp and 

scallops, and tofu stuffed with shrimp and 

fish. In fact, the bountiful menu earned the 

vibrant cafe an Atlanta magazine 50 Best 

Restaurant award. 

CHINESE
A longstanding Buford Highway staple, Yen 

Jing serves traditional Korean-Chinese 

dishes such as noodles with black bean paste 

and pork (jajangmyeon), and spicy seafood 

soup (jjamppong), but you’ll also find more 

unique menu items like jellyfish salad. 

KOREAN
Although Sokongdong Tofu & BBQ offers 

seafood pancakes, bibimbap, and barbecue, 

the star of the show is the rich tofu soups. 

The soybean-based protein may be the main 

draw at this Korean family-style restaurant, 

but you can also expect beef, oysters, and 

even tripe. Just be careful with the four spice 

levels; “very spicy” is not for the faint of heart.

With a name like Stone Bowl House, it 

shouldn’t be a surprise that this Korean 

restaurant specializes in bibimbap, the rice 

bowl topped with meat, egg, and fresh 

vegetables that literally sizzles at the table. 

For those looking to branch out, try the 

seafood pancake (haemul pajun) and kimchi 

Roll It Up 
Ice Cream

NO PASSPORT NEEDED
A DRIVE DOWN BUFORD HIGHWAY, DEKALB’S SEVEN-MILE STRETCH  

OF INTERNATIONAL RESTAURANTS, CAN GO FROM MALAYSIA TO MEXICO.  
HERE, A GUIDE TO SOME OF THE BEST INTERNATIONAL EATS BY CUISINE.

→ by TESS MALONE
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soup, both served with a variety of veggie 

sides (banchans).

Have a traditional dessert at the Buford 

Highway outpost of bakery White Windmill. 

Grab a pair of tongs to pick through the 

dozens of savory and sweet breads, including 

traditional red bean buns and blueberry 

pound cake. Presentation is what sets this 

cozy cafe apart from other Buford Highway 

bakeries, with elaborate cakes in a case 

by the counter, bread shaped like fi sh 

overfl owing with vanilla cream, and lattes 

decorated with roses.

For Korean comfort foods, stop by Yeh 

Tuh. From the palate-cleansing barley rice 

(boribap jeongsik), to hearty, spicy beef noodle 

soup (yukgaejang ), classics make up this 

menu. People also come for the massive 

pancake (pajun) stu� ed with seafood—even a 

whole baby octopus.

VIETNAMESE
For more than 20 years Pho Bac has been 

ladling out steaming bowls of pho, a beef 

noodle soup, in an unassuming but large 

Chamblee dining room. Yet all Vietnamese 

favorites are represented on this menu, such 

as freshly brewed co� ee sweetened with 

condensed milk; a cold rice noodle salad 

bursting with tangy fl avor called bun; and 

com, a comforting mix of rice, egg, and meat. 

Every menu item has multiple meat or 

add-on options and plenty of garnishes, like 

fresh basil and sriracha, to complete a meal.

THAI
At the Thai street vendor–inspired Roll It Up 

Ice Cream, employees pour cream on a metal 

plate chilled to -8 degrees, spread, then roll 

it into perfect circles. The Instagram-worthy 

cups and cones are some of the freshest ice 

cream you’ll ever fi nd, plus the store o� ers 

21 fl avors with toppings like cinnamon toast 

crunch and fresh strawberries.

MEXICAN
Monterrey Mexican is all about Tex-Mex. 

Stop by for the strong margaritas, loaded 

nachos, and chicken fajitas sizzling on a hot 

skillet. Live guitar music accompanies a fun 

night out.

EL REY DEL TACO
Translating to “the king of tacos,” 
this Buford Highway favorite 
earns its name. Corn tortillas are 
made to order and piled high with 
specialty meats like cabeza (cow’s 
head), lengua (cow’s tongue), and 
barbacoa (goat). Add a sprinkling 
of fresh cilantro and onions and 
you have the county’s freshest and 
most authentic tacos. You’ll also 
fi nd things not wrapped in a tortilla, 
including grilled steak plates, 
seafood tostadas, steaming fajitas, 
fi sh soups, cactus, and, of course, 
tequila. There’s a reason this has 
been an institution for 15 years.

White Windmill

Mamak

Taqueria del Sol has a Chamblee location, 

but the corn tortillas are still just as fresh as 

the ones Chef Eddie Hernandez fi rst made on 

the Westside in 2000. Order them fi lled with 

brisket, fried tilapia, or carnitas. Enchiladas 

coated in mole, fresh chile rellenos, and 

bittersweet margaritas round out the menu.

EL SALVADOR
Staples like tacos and a soothing chicken 

noodle soup are on the menu at Rincon 

Latino, but this humble space is known for 

its pupusas. The homemade masa tortillas are 

loaded with savory fi llings, including black 

beans, cheese, chicken, and pork.

Roll It Up 
Ice Cream



A resident of Doraville for more than 12 years, 

Rich Hammett chose his current home 

because of its access to the nearby MARTA 

station. He enjoys sampling the city’s many 

multicultural o� erings with his wife, Lisa, 

and their two children. 

→ BEST BREAKFAST: White Windmill, on 

Buford Highway, has a great hot breakfast 

sandwich bar. I like to browse the regular 

cold pastries. Lisa likes the bacon, egg, and 

cheese croissant. 

→ BEST ON A BUDGET: Mi Pizza has great 

deals to feed the family. I like the veggie 

supreme or the Tex-Mex special, and we 

usually get a ground beef and onion pizza or 

plain pepperoni or cheese. 

→ ALL-AROUND FAVORITE RESTAURANT:

Shoya Izakaya is where my family goes to try 

new Japanese dishes. It’s also a great place to 

take guests from out of town. We usually 

order comfort food, like teriyaki chicken, try 

some new small plates, and have some sushi. 

The tuna and salmon sashimi and nigiri sushi 

are excellent, especially the fatty tuna (otoro).

→ FAVORITE COFFEE SHOP: White 

Windmill always has delicious co� ees and 

pastries. I like to try a new pastry every time, 

although I usually get a red bean or green 

bean roll with something else. My wife and 

kids enjoy the bubble teas and lattes, as well 

as the choux cream buns, pecan cookies, and 

cream pu� s. 

→ FAVORITE ETHNIC RESTAURANT: 

Yet Tuh is a wonderful, authentic Korean 

comfort food restaurant. I’ve had a great 

experience every time I’ve been, although I 

had to get used to the idea of boiling hot 

barley tea served in plastic tumblers. I 

haven’t tried everything yet, but I’ve enjoyed 

the bori-bop (barley rice), and the seafood 

pancake is delicious and fi lling.

→ BEST PARK: Autumn Park is a 

convenient, safe, well-managed place to 

relax, play Frisbee, or swing with the kids. 

→ FAVORITE PASTIME: Movies Under 

The Stars take place every summer in 

Honeysuckle Park. It is a great place to keep 

in touch with friends around town. 

→ FAVORITE OUTDOOR ACTIVITY:

I have walked to the Buford Highway 

Farmers Market several times. I can get 

some fruits, vegetables, bread, and spices, 

and I always enjoy grabbing some Finnish 

bread and chocolate. I lived in Finland for a 

couple of years, and it’s very unusual to have 

a real Finnish baker so close.

~ By Jennifer Senator

LOCAL PICKS
Rich Hammett shares his 
favorite Doraville haunts

Rich Hamme� 

Movies Under The Stars

White 
Windmill

HIT ME WITH YOUR BEST SHOT
OLD-SCHOOL PAUL MURPHY BOXING CLUB IS A KNOCKOUT

The young middleweight works, with sharp jabs, on his body shots. It’s just a 
small part of his daily workout at the Paul Murphy Boxing Club in Doraville, 
where his father, Evander Holyfi eld, the world’s only four-time world heavyweight 
champion, learned the “sweet science.” “There’s so much history here that it was 
really the only place I considered,” says Evan Holyfi eld, who is preparing for the 
2020 Olympics. “The best trainers in the world are here.”

The legendary, old-school boxing gym with two rings has been producing 
champions since its inception in 1976. Named for a city councilman, it is 
operated by “Sugar Bert” Wells, who got his moniker from training with Sugar Ray 

Leonard. “We have boxers as 
young as fi ve years old,” Wells 
says. What sets it apart? 
“Other gyms treat you like 
clients,” says Myles Mizell, 
who will represent Georgia in 
the Golden Gloves. “But here 
they treat you like family—a 
tough family.” 

~ By Candice Dyer
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Evander Holyfi eld at 
Paul Murphy Boxing Club
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When the General Motors assembly plant in Doraville closed in 2008, 

it left behind 165 acres of land and memories. When The Integral 

Group purchased the land in 2012, it envisioned a completely 

repurposed mixed-use complex called Assembly, which would 

include housing, dining, entertainment, retail, parks, and office 

space. At the center of that development would be a film and 

television production studio designed to serve the local film industry. 

CREATIVE MINDS THINK ALIKE
“Our parent company researched the idea and decided to start with 

an anchor to the property that would add a creative element to 

Doraville, Chamblee, and the surrounding area,” says Dan Rosenfelt, 

president of Third Rail Studios, which opened in September 2016. 

Located adjacent to MARTA and close to Interstate 285, the property 

offered visiting productions an incredible opportunity to access 

everything the metro Atlanta area can offer, as well as a local 

community that has become a bona fide hub for filming in Georgia. 

Housed in an existing building, Third Rail Studios boasts 60,000 

square feet of purpose-built sound stages, nearly 30,000 square feet 

of production office space, 70,000 square feet of flex space, extensive 

fiber optic bandwidth, and the most coveted technology in the 

industry. And third party productions are taking notice. 

During its first year in business, the studio welcomed the 

independent film An Actor Prepares starring Jeremy Irons and 

Matthew Modine, which filmed for several weeks; and the Dwayne 

Johnson-helmed Rampage, a 2018 release based on the classic 1980s 

video game. “These productions are able to use the studio as a home 

base, filming here and then going all around Atlanta to film on 

location,” Rosenfelt says. “And here in DeKalb, we are surrounded by 

every type of filming location they can imagine or want.” 

Also nearby is a wide array of businesses—from hotels to 

florists—that can serve productions’ many needs. With that in mind, 

Rosenfelt often goes out into the community to connect local 

companies with incoming productions, ensuring that the community 

truly benefits from the projects. “We are surrounded by amenities, 

which saves productions a ton of money,” he says. 

FILMMAKERS OF THE FUTURE
The studio also wants to help raise the next generation of local 

storytellers, which is why it is working with re:imagine/ATL to 

provide mentorship and training to teens who want to find pathways 

into the industry. “We want to figure out ways to allow filmmakers to 

make projects here,” Rosenfelt says. “Right now, this is a place for 

physical production, and we want to find ways to help move along the 

opportunities to create here, taking projects from the genesis of an 

idea to post production.” 

In the meantime, Third Rail Studios will continue to provide 

superior customer service for productions coming to town to take 

advantage of DeKalb’s many opportunities. “Filmmaking is akin to 

manufacturing. There are so many people on the ground making 

things happen everyday. This is an industry of jobs and opportunity, 

and it is spreading out into the local community,” Rosenfelt says. 

~ By Amy Meadows

SETTING THE STAGE
Third Rail Studios anchors a major mixed-use development in Doraville
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HOMES, SWEET HOMES
There’s no place like Doraville’s historic 

Northwoods community 

Neighborhood 
leaders Rick 

Dovi and Bonnie 
Grey Flynt

Northwoods 
artist rendering

Once 500-odd acres of farmland, 

Doraville’s historic Northwoods 

has grown into a thriving, 

diverse community. Northwoods 

began as a planned-use 

development in the 1950s, located 

a block east of Buford Highway 

near Chamblee Tucker Road. 

Then, as veterans came back 

from World War II and business 

and industries in the area began 

hiring, Walter L. Tally, a Doraville 

contractor, foresaw a demand for 

new homes. 

Tally hired two Georgia Tech 

graduates, architects Ernest 

Mastin and John Summer, to 

design contemporary ranches for 

his new development. Soon six 

models were available, featuring 

open fl oor plans and amenities 

like fi replaces and fl oor-to-

ceiling windows. Prices were 

a� ordable, starting at $10,000. 

Atlanta architect John Portman, 

later known internationally for 

his designs, was tapped to build 

two schools, Carey Reynolds 

Elementary and what is now 

Sequoyah Middle School. 

Over time, four other 

developments—Gordon Hills, 

Gordon Heights, Fleetwood Hills, 

and Sequoyah Woods—joined the 

original. In 2014, the Northwoods 

Historic District was added to 

the National Register of Historic 

Places, recognized for its 

acclaimed mid-century and 

contemporary styles. 

Today, Northwoods is the 

largest neighborhood in the 

district, with a multicultural 

mix of residents from Korea, 

Vietnam, and other countries. 

Buyers drawn to the 

community’s vintage feel have 

settled in, happy to host 

backyard barbecues, plant 

fl ower beds, and jog along the 

winding streets. 

~ By Lynn Coulter

FUN FACTS 

TEST YOUR 
DORAVILLE IQ

→ STUDIO ONE
Music history was 
made in the 1970s 
and ’80s at this small 
recording studio 
formerly located at 
3864 Oakcli�  
Industrial Court. The 
Atlanta Rhythm 
Section was created 
here, and it‘s where 
they recorded their 
biggest hit, Doraville.  
The studio closed in 
1989 and was later 
torn down.

→HOME DEPOT
One of the country’s 
fi rst two Home Depot 

stores opened in 
Doraville on June 22, 
1979; a sister store 
opened the same day 
in Decatur. The 
Doraville store was 
located close to where 
the Buford Highway 
Farmers Market is 
today, but has since 
been relocated to the 
Tilly Mill/Flowers 
Road area. 

→GEORGIA'S FIRST 
MCDONALD’S
Nearly 60 years ago, 
the very fi rst 
McDonald’s restau-
rant in Georgia was 

located on Buford 
Highway in Doraville. 
Opened in 1961, it 
was the 338th 
McDonald’s in the 
United States.

→CARVER HILLS
When General Motors 
built its assembly plant 
in the late 1940s, 
408 acres of land for 
the site was purchased 
for $171,667 from 
50 landowners, many 
of them African 
American. As part 
of the purchase, 
GM helped relocate 
the residents to a 

150-acre neighbor-
hood named Carver 
Hills. The area is 
currently being 
revitalized. 

→GM PLANT
A “special” batch of 
1,000 Chevrolet 
Impalas built at the 
General Motors plant 
were the fi rst 
American-made cars 
to feature passenger 
air bags. (Only two of 
these special Impalas 
survive today and each 
is estimated to be 
worth $500,000.). 

~ By Robert Kelley
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Doraville’s seven municipal parks have 

something for everyone in every season. The 

Arbor Day Foundation named Doraville a 

“Tree City USA” community. 

→ ENGLISH OAK PARK

Recently upgraded and just over an acre in 

size, English Oak Park features a playground, 

a picnic pavilion, and a walking trail. 

→ FLOWERS PARK 

One million dollars in renovations were 

completed to this 4.7-acre park in 2017. New 

landscaping was added, along with bike 

racks, picnic tables, and playground 

equipment. The pool house for the 25-meter 

pool was also renovated. 

→ AUTUMN PARK

Plans are underway for a new walking trail, 

picnic pavilions, exercise stations, a play 

area, and new lighting at this 6.3-acre park. 

→ BROOK PARK

New playground equipment was recently 

added to this six-acre park, which offers two 

lighted tennis courts and picnic facilities.

→ BERNARD HALPERN PARK

This four-acre park has two soccer mini- 

pitches, an outdoor basketball court, a play 

area, a picnic pavilion, a walking trail, and  

a playground. 

→ CHICOPEE PARK

This small park covers just over an acre and 

includes playground equipment, a picnic 

pavilion, and a medium-size play area.

→ HONEYSUCKLE PARK

At 20 acres, this is Doraville’s largest park. It 

is home to two basketball courts, two 

volleyball courts, two regulation football/

soccer fields, and four baseball fields 

designed for adult softball, T-ball, and minor, 

major and senior baseball leagues. 

~ By Lynn Coulter

PLAY ON! 
Doraville’s green scene

PLANTING THE SEED 

GM’S ASSEMBLY PLANT SITE 
GETS NEW LIFE

General Motors’ Doraville assembly 
plant was a local employer for 60 
years, producing classic cars like 
the Chevrolet Impala and Pontiac 
Bonneville. But after a downturn in 
the economy, the plant closed for 
good in 2014. For years, it sat 
vacant as a reminder of another 
time in American manufacturing. 
After a major demolition in 2015, 
plans were made for what would 
come next to the more than 
100-acre site with easy access to 
highways and MARTA rail. 

Third Rail Studios opened on the 
former assembly site, producing 
blockbusters like 2018’s Rampage 
and NBC’s new show Good Girls. 
Next up was plans for a develop-
ment that would serve the 
community, especially housing  
and retail. 

That’s where Assembly Yards 
came in. When it opens (the exact 
date is still unknown), the 130-acre 
site will be the largest mixed-use, 
transit-oriented project in the 
Southeast. In addition to residential 
and office spaces, shops, and 
restaurants, it will also offer public 
green space with miles of hiking 
and biking trails. 

Features from the space’s 
original life will remain, including 
rail lines and the former car paint 
reservoir. Serta Simmons Bedding 
is set to open its headquarters  
in the space and communal 
workspaces will be set up. 

~ By Caroline Eubanks

Honeysuckle Park

Chicopee Park

Flowers Park

Bernard Halpern Park

Doraville Main Street (Peachtree 
Road) welcomes GM to the city
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APRIL

Mayor’s State of the City Program 
Since 2011, Mayor Donna Pi� man has been 
presenting the city’s achievements and goals for 
the year. Hear what’s in store for 2018 at 
City Hall. doravillega.us

Mayor’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt
At Mayor Donna Pi� man’s second-annual egg 
hunt, li� le kids don’t have to worry about the 
older ones taking all the best eggs because the 
children are divided into three age groups. This 
way, there is an Easter surprise for everyone. 
The Easter Bunny makes a special appearance; 
you can also make like a bunny in the bounce 
house in Honeysuckle Park. doravillega.us

MAY

Movie Under the Stars, May–September
Grab a lawn chair and a blanket, and head to 
Honeysuckle Park to watch family fi lms 
al fresco. Food trucks o� er concessions, and a 
bounce house and other fun kids activities 
provide more entertainment at this free event. 
doravillega.us

OCTOBER

Center for Pan Asian Community 
Services TEA Walk
TEA stands for “together empowering all.” For 
14 years, residents have marched down two 
miles of Buford Highway to celebrate the 
strength of the diverse community that is 
Doraville. Participants from more than 20 
countries make up the inclusive walk that has 
grown to include 3,000-plus people from 
di� erent ethnic groups, religious organizations, 
schools, and more. At the end of the walk, enjoy 
refreshments, dance, live music, and inspiring 
speeches from local leaders. teawalk.org

DECEMBER

Mayor’s Annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting and Holiday Festival
Downtown’s almost-20-foot Christmas tree is lit 
by Mayor Donna Pi� man at City Hall. 
Christmas carols, organ music, and a s’mores 
truck keep the holiday cheer going. Don’t miss 

the opportunity to meet Santa and his elves and 
get a photo. Kids can also make ornaments to 
take home to decorate their own tree. This is 
only the start of Doraville’s holiday season, with 
more opportunities to decorate cookies, make 
arts and cra� s, and write le� ers to Santa 
scheduled throughout the month. doravillega.us

YEAR-ROUND

Buford Highway Farmers Market
This wonderful farmers market turns grocery 
shopping into an event, thanks to 100,000 
square feet of international eats, from dumplings 
to doughnuts. Don’t miss cooking classes 
from local chefs; there are also lots of demos 
showing you how to use new products and rare 
ingredients. aofwc.com

~ By Tess Malone

Calendar of Events
THE BIGGEST FESTIVALS AND HIPPEST HAPPENINGS IN DORAVILLE

Mayor’s Christmas Tree 
Lighting and Holiday Festival 

Mayor’s Easter Egg Hunt

TEA 
Walk
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